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INTRODUCTION. 

This bulletin gives the results of the census of 
American Samoa, which, as required by the act of 
March 3, 1919, providing for the Fourteenth and sub
sequent decennial censuses of the United States, was 
taken by the governor of American Samoa in accord
ance with plans prescribed by the Director of the 
Census. 

Geography.-The groui) of South Pacific islands 
known as American Samoa lie in latitude 14° 11' to 
14° 23' south andinlongitu(le 169° 29' to 170° 52' west 
of Greenwich. A clearer idea of their location may be 
gained from the statement that the distance f~om 
Tutuila, the largest island of the American Samoas, 
to San Francisco is 4,160 nautical miles; to Honolulu, 
2,263 nautical miles; an4 to Sidney, Australia, 2,354 
nautical miles. 

American Samoa includes six islands, namely, 
Rose, Manua, Olosega, Oiu, Tutuila, and Aunuu. 
Rose Island is an uninhabited poral atoll. The 
islands of Manua, Olosega, and Ofu are generally 
known as the Manua Islands, and the term "Tutuila," 
as commonly used, includes, in addition. to the 
island of that name, the small island of Aunuu. 

Tutuila, a densely wooded and fertile island, is the 
largest and most important of the American Samoas. 
It is 18 miles long, and its greatest width is about 6 
miles. Its exact area is unknown, the estimates vary
ing from 40.2 square miles to 77 squ1tre miles. A 
mountain ridge extends.nearly the entire length of the 
island. In the southwestern part there is a broad 
plain on which several villages are located. 

Pago Pago Bay, regarded by mariners as one of the 
finest harbors in the South Seas, enters the south 
central part ol the island of Tutuila. Encircling the 
bay are high mountains which protect vessels an
chored in the harbor from the severest storms. The 
United States naval station and the govemor's resi
dence, as well as the villages of Pago Pago, I?agatogo, 
Utulei, Fagaalu, Lepua, and Amt, are situated on thfa 
bay. The harbor may be safely navigated by vessels 
of the largest type. 

Mll:n,1:--. · Tau Island, is located 60 miles east of 
Tutuila ... ., ,i has an estimated ai:ea of 14 square miles. 

':'"ery mou11tainous, the center having an· 
elevation of abo~t 2,500 feet. Tau, the largest vil
lage on Manua Islanrl, is located on the west coast but 
has no harbor. Faleasao Bay, on the extreme north-

1s1oo:Hx1 

west coast, affords a.n excellent anchorage for vessels 
during the southeast tra.de winds. 

The island of Olosega lies 3} miles northwest of 
Manua. It is separated from the island of Ofu by a 
narrow and shallow p&'lsage. Both of these islands 
arc mount,ainous, and their combined area is about 
2 square miles. . 

Clima.te.-As the Samoa.<\ lie wholly within tho 
South Torrid Zone, the. climate is tropical. During 
the summer months, December to February, the 
temperature is highest, and during the winter months, 
June to August, it is coolest. The highest tempera
ture is about 88° and the lowest about 70°. Hurri
canes occasionally visit these islands. 'The rainy season 
extends from December to :March, the greatest average 
rainfall occurring in February and tbe least in ,July. 

Government.-The United States Government took 
formal possession of American Samoa February 19, 
1900. On that date the President signed an Exec
utive order placing these islands under the control 
of the Navy Department. The Secretary of the 
Navy appoints the commandant of the naval station 
at Pago Pago, and the c-0mmandimt also S(:>rves as 
govemor of AmPrican Samoa. Beginning with 1905, 
the commandant has held a conuni&'lion as governor 
conferred upon him by the Prt>sideut, following his 
nomination by the Secretary of the Nnvy, and his civil 
powers are derived therefrom. A Meretary of native 
affairlil, acting under the direction of the governor, has 
jurisdiction over native aff aira. The chief customs 
officer and other important civil ofiicials are appointed 
by the governor from the naval station personne.l. 

For administrative purposes American Samoa is 
divided into thrne districts: Eastern District of Tutuila, 
Wes tern District of Tu tuila, and Manua District. Each 
administrative district is ruled hy a native governor 
a.ppoi11ted by the American governor. The adminis
trative districts are divided into counties, each of 
which is governed by a native chief appointed by the 
American governor. District governors are chosen 
from the rank of cDunty chief. All law:; are e1u1.ct,e<l 
by ~he American governor and enforced by the native 
governors and chiefs. Health regulations, when ap
proved by the governor, have the for<!oe of laws. The 
family is the unit of native Samoan society, and fbe 
right .of suffra.ge is restricted to the heads ~f fammee, 
the nmatais." 
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POPULATION. 

Censuses of population.---Tlw census of Hl20 is the 
first ever tt1kcn in American Stunoa under the super
vision of the lTnited StateR Bureau of the Census. 
Prcviow.,; enumorations of the iHluihitants of these 
islands have been made under tbe direction of the 
governor. With the exception of thn censuses of 
1912 and 1916, the puhlishl'd r'~sultR of these cmu
merntions show only the total population by adminis
trative districts. The census of 1916 showed the total 
population of Tutuila nnd the Manua Islmids, sepa
rately, by sex. At the ccIJHlli'> of Hll2 the population, 
by sex, was reported for mieh tulministrative district 
'11nd village. The pre.sellt cpnsus gives the population 
of each district, county, and village, classified accord
ing to race nn<l sex (see Table 11), and the total 
population elassifiod by age and marital condition, be
sides data as to school attendance, illiteracy, and 
occupations. 

Population growth.-The following table shows the 
population as mumcratecl hy successive censuses 
whieh have been taken since the United States came 
into control of this territory: 

TADLE 1.-PoruLATioN, DY DrsTRIGTsi 1900 TO 1920. 

POPULATION. 

YEAR. Tutuiln. 

-·-····~--------- Manna 
Total. Total I E!lst~rn Western District. 

• 1 IJ1stnct. District. 
-----

1
---1 - --~M-- --""' --------

1920....... •. . • .. • • . . 8, Olili I 6, 181l ! 3, 777 2. 408 1,871 
mm................. 1.sr.o I 5,885 1 (') (lJ 1,665 
rn12................. 1.201: s.4541\ :i.1R11 2.2fl8 1,797 

~~::::::::::::::::: ~:~ j! u~ \1! ~:~!~ tm 1 i:riz~ 
ll!Ol. .. . . . . . . . . . . •• . • .'i 563 : :! 960 2.342 1, 018 I ! t\03 
moo................. 5;679 i a:112;1 2,221 

1 
1,102 \ l:wi 

1 Population not separately roporte<l.. 

\V'hen the United States assumed control of the 
islands in 1900, the total population, as enumerated 
by the local census, wits 5,679. As the recent census 
shows a popufation of S,056, the increase t:iince the 
American occupation has been 2,377, or about 42 
per cent, in 20 years. Tho increase in the 12 years 
between I 900 ~ncl HH2 was 1,572, or nearly 28 per 
cent, and that m the 8 years between 1912 and HJ20 
~as 805, or about 11 per cent. Most of this popula
t10n growth has taken place in TutuilR, tho popula
tion of Manua having increased hut little. The de
crease in the population of Manna lwtween 1912 and 
1916, as shown by Table 1, is notcworthv as a reminder 
of the destructive hurricane which visited that island 
in .Tanuary, 1015, and which, although it did not 
cause any great loss of life, swept a.way or destroyed 
so much of the veegiitation of the island that it was 
found expodient to transport about two-thirds of 
the inhabitants to the island of 1'utuifo that they 

might be adequately fed and properly cared for. 
'l'he people thus transported were distributed among 
the different families in Tutuila, where they remained 
for several months. 

Race.-The total population of American Samoa 
enumerated in the census of 1920 included only 41 
white persons. The native Polynesians constituted 
over 96 per cent of the total and those of "mixed" race 
about 3 per cent, the latter being for the most part 
the children of white fathers a11d Polynesian mothers. 

TADLE 2.-PoPULATION, DY RAGE: 1920. 

RACE, 

POPUl.ATIO?-l! 1920. 

Number. 
Per cent 
distribu

tion. 

Allraces .... --·-··············---················· 8,056 100.0 
1====i0=== 

~~~~~~i.a~:::::::::::: ::::::::: :: :::: :: ::::: :: : :: :::::: 7, ~~~ g~:~ 
White ••• -... - ••.•. -.................................... ' 41 o.6 
Other' .. -··-······-·-···-·-···--·-···················-· 6 0.1 

1 Includes 3 Japanese, 1 C])!ncse, and 2 Negroes. 

Sex.-In the population of American Samoa in 
1920 there were 4,139 males and 3,917 females, a 
ratio of 105.7 males to 100 females, which is about the 
same as the sex fatio shown for the total population 
of the United States in 1910, 106 to 100, but is larger 
than the corresponding ratio for the native white 
population of the United States, 102.7 to 100. 

TABI.E 3.-POJ>ULATION, DY SEX: 1920, 1916, AND 1912. 

POPULA'l'lON. 

GEOORAPllIC DIVISION AND SEX. 

1920 1916 1912 

American Samoa, total.................. 8,050 7,550 7,25 1 
1~---1-~___:__~1~-~ 

6 
5 w~:ies::::::::::::::::::::::::::::l==~=:ii=i-=~'1==~~:~=19=1 i==i:~~ 

Tutu!lalsland,1 total......................... 6,185 5,885 5,45 4 
1~---1-~~~1~~~ 

~:1d:!ics:::::::::::::::::::::::::::::::::: ~:b~i ~:~~~ ~;~7 2 
82 

Manus Islands,' total . . . .. . .. . . .. . . . . .. . . . . . . 1, 871 1, 665 l, 79 7 
1~-~~1-~~~1~~~ 

lf::i0;:::::::::::::::::::::::::::::::::: ~r~ ~~~ ~~ 4 
3 

l Includes the island of Aunuu. •Includes tho islands of Olosega and Ofu. 

Age.-Registration of births was not compulsory 
in American Samoa prior to the establishment of the 
American government 20 years a.go: and as com
paratively few of the older natives lm~w how old they 
are, the census enumerators were obliD'ed to estimate 

b 

the ages of most Samoans over 20 years of age. The 
reported ages of the population under 20 years are 
believed to be fairly accurate and the ages of the older 
people are probably sufficiently accura.t0 fo:r a classi
fication by ~road age groups. 
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Th<~ following table shows the population of Ameri
can Samoa by sox and age periods: 

'!.'ADLE 4.-!'0PULA'J'ION1 DY SEX AND AGE: 1920. 

NVMllER. 

'rota!. Male. 

All ages •......•.••. 

Under 5 years~ .......... . 
oto !!),'Cars .............. . 
10 to 14 years ........... . 

T·.; 4, 139 
= 

•••.. 1,271 641 
.. .. . 1, 102 557 
..... 773 410 

15 to 10 years ............ . . .. .. 711 370 
20 to 24 years ... , ........ . ..... (\9(1 331l 
25 to 34 ,-cars ........... . 
35 to 44 years ............ . 

..... 1,460 686 ..... 983 554 
45 to 54 years ........... .. ..... 548 310 
55 to 64 years ....... ..... . ····· 314 158 
65 years and over ........ . ..... 2M 108 

~-~ .. - -··--
' i PER CENT IllSTl\JBUTION. 

i'cmaJe. j Total. 

--!---
3, 917 i 100. 0 

fl30 . 15. 8 
545 13.7 
31\3 9.6 
332 8.8 
3M 8.6 
774. 18. 1 
429 12. 2 
238 6. 8 
156 3. g 
00 2.5 

I M~-;::~~;r~li• 
1--i-----
I_~;~ 
l~j-rn. 

13.5 13. 
9.91 g, 
9.2 8. 
8.1 I 9. 16.61 rn . 

13. 4 l! . 

l 
9 
3 
5 
0 
8 
0 7.51 6.1 

3.8 4. 0 
5 2.61 2 . 

There was a much higher proportion of children in 
tho population of American Samoa in 1920 than in the 
population of continental United States in 1910. 
Thus, in 1920, nearly 16 per cent (15.8) of the inhab
itants of Americim Samoa were children under 5 years 
of age, while only 11.6 per cont of the population of 
continental United States were under 5 years of nge 
in 1910; the proportion under 15 years was 39.1 per 
cent in Samoa, as compared with 32.1 per cent in 
continental United Statos. The age composition of 
the population of the United States is, of course, 
affected by tho presence of a large immigrant popu
lation, consisting mainly of adults., This element is 
not present in the population of Samoa. But the main 
explanation of the rolativoly large proportion of chil
dren in Samoa is probably to be found in a high birth 
rate accompanied by a comparatively high death rate, 
a condition which is charudcristic of most primitive 
ro.ces and naturally results in a large numhor of chil
dren and a com parft tively small number of old people. 

Nearly 48 per cent of the inhabitants of Amm·ican 
Samoa were 15 to 44 years of age, which was about the 
samo proportion as that for continental United States 
in 1910-48.8 per cent. The percentage of inhabit
ai1ts 45 years of age and over was considerably lower 
in Samoa in 1920 (13.2) than it was in continental 
United States in 1910 (18.9). 

Marital condition.-Ncarly 40 per cent (39.9) of the 
mafo inhabit11n ts of American Samoa 15 years of age and 
over were returned as single in 1920, as contrasted with 
27.2 per eent of tlrn female population of those ages. 
This diff ei·<.mce is indicative of the fact that women 
in Samoa, as elsewhere, marry much earlier in life 
than men. Thus the :figures show that 48 per cent 
of tho females 20 to 24 years of ago were married, 
as compared with 20.5 por cent of the males at the 
same a(l'e period. It is not until the age groups over 
44 yea;s are roached that the percentage married 
among males exceeds that among females, this differ
ence being due to the high percentage of widowod 
among females in these age groups. 

In Samoa there were 113 widowers and 287 widows 
reported in the census. An excess of widows is not 

JH~culiar to 8m110a, heing !l natural consequmme elf the 
fact alrnady n~forred to that women marry at an 
mitlit\r age than men. 'J'ho wift\ b11ing, therc1f~)('€l, as a 
rule young£1r than the hu,,;band, the marriage is mo!'(J 
likdy to he ttirmin11trxi by his dc•nth than by hers. 

'fABI,F: 5.-ADUL1' Poruu.T10;;, HY BJCX, A<rn, .AND )<1.utJTAL 
('oN !J!T!ON: l\l20. 

POl't•I.>.TlON 15 YJi;A!l.S OF .I.GE A.J>ID OVA: Ul:ll.l. 

SElCct.~~l~;~~AL 1-·----;·1:~:.r:J:r~t:·-::r~;~~~I ~:r;· I ~ot~l. y~:8. ' ye~4rs. 1 y-=~~~~1~~· j y:rs. l :~~~ 
I N't.'bl»ll'.R. 

! .... -................ ,,_.,. ......... - ..... _,, ..... ---·-···" --· .. --·-·- --·-·-·--·-
~ Males ............ ·l=1:::~l-tJ~J.~. ~1-~_,:_ ... :s;,!--.~L~~ 
,lngl.e ................. \ 1,01() 1 llt;\8 : 2ll2 ! 2li!5 iill_'_ i 27 I g 7 
:M:irne:J ..... ·" · · · .... 1 l, JM I ll ' <)!l 1 401 4~7 ' 2"1 124 611 
~.1duw,::;1 ............ ·1 ll:l ....... ' ....... i u 25 I 2l 21i 33 
N~~u;o ,.;;.;,- ... -..... ill ,

1 
....... : 4 I IV , · 11) \ G ............ .. 

epl.).-....,......... 5 
1 
....... : 1 i 2 !---· .. ·: 21·····" .... .. 

.Female;! .......... 1 2,J!71i 'j :ia2 I :l&! I 774 i 42\1 i 2:ll\ I UIU ~6 
___ " ______ 1~--~~--.~1·----~..!-·~-- ·-----"=-·-~ --

Single ................. 11·-·;1t1~2ii11'-}n· :·w-211 ! rn i--.M·~1 
M,¥ried..... • . .. .. • • .. l, 4112 I ;;!\ . 170 I 51H . 3M : lM 63 :Ill 
W Wowed ............ · I zr;,7 [ 2 i 41 :;l.'i I 40 M I 87 j)5 
Divoroed ............. , U . 1 ' 5 20 . ~ ' 4 l l 
Notreported .......... I 2 ·; ...... .:....... l' l 1 ................... . 1---_j ___ ,. __ '·--J. ' .. .. 

I 1'1U! CENT DVi'l'lllll llTi<l N. 

1---···-""'_., ____ .. __ .. __ .. ,.. -·-----
11 I . I ' . 1 11 I Mo.Les ............. l. loo~~~' 11~_!,1,;,_ro. o_ .. -1:.~:_~I ~~-~I~:~ too. o 100. !l 

Bing1!i ................. j 3?-11.I'_ v1.11:s.GJ37,2'. u.8

1 

s.1 1 l\.7 ~·• 
Ml/.Il'Ied ............... , 53,9 :U 20.51 5!\.o i 78.li !i.1.~ 

1

71.1.5 !kl.I) 
Wtdowed ............. i 4,;; 1 ....... , ....... t.J: {.5 ll.8 15.8 ll(l.6 
D1vorood ............. 

1 

l.l'l '\ ....... \ 1.21 2.8 I l.lii 1.11 ............ . 
Nut~eported.......... 0.2 r----··1 0.3 I (1.31 ....... 1 0.6 ............ . 

hmale1J .......... , 100.u l_100.n_\~1J!~~l 1oo:i._: ioo.0_~1100.0 ~ 
Bingl_e ............... --1 'f_: :i I ~•- 7 I" 4~. 4 \ 17.3 \ _Ii.II I 6. 7 j' 3. 2 1. O 
Marned.. ..... .. . .. .. .. ·"'· g _

1

11. 4 48. a , w.1 1 82. 5 1

1 

114. 7 40. 4 3!1. 2 
Widowetl ............. 1 12.l 0.6

1 
1.1 j a.2 i 9.11 26.~ 1· .55.8 67.7 

Divorced ............. ! ). 7 • 0.3 1.4 · 2.6 i :u 1. 7 O.ti 1.0 
Not roported •.• '. ...... 0.1 : ....... !--·· ... I Q.1 I 0. l! , ................... . 

! I f _____ ) __ -'----'--

The total figures indicate notldng nbnom1al or pe
culiar in the imwitnl rnlationship in Samoa, th.(\ per
centage in ~~iwh marit!il d11~ heing about the same as 
tho.t for tho population of continental Unit<;d States 
in 1910, as givtm in T11blo Ii un the next page. 

A comparison by age periods, however, brings 
out the fact tha.t in thu population above 35 years 
of age there is a co11:1idcrably smaller percentage of 
single per;:;ons of each sex in Samoa than in the 
United Statc::1; all:lo a. consideriibly larger percentage 
of widowed. The comparison may be a:ff ected by 
the large element of error in the reported ages of 
the Samoan population, but doubtless an.wng a 
primitive people, such as thl~ Samoans, Dlartiages 
take place at an earlier age than a..tnong a more highly 
civilized people, and relatively fower people remain 
permanently single. 

It may he noted that the percentages representing 
persm1::; repo.rted as divorced for both males and 
females were somc•what higher than the correspond
ing percentn,gcs in tho consul'> of the Onit·<~d States 
for 1910. But there is reason tn believe that the 
number of divorced perii{m,; reportt1d in the cen8US 
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of the United States is considerably below the actual 
nurnber 1 ; and for that matter, the census enumerators 
in Samoa found that there was likewise some reluc
tance on the part of divorced Samoans to report their 
true marital status. 

TABLE 6.-PER CENT DISTRIBUTICIN, .1lY MARIT.AL CONDITION, OF 
THE ADULT I'oPULATION OF AMERICAN SAMOA AND TUE UNrrED 
STATES. 

lo!AIUTAL CONDITION. 

l'ER CENT IJlSTBIIlUT!ON OF THE POPU· 
t.ATION 15 YJ:ABS OF AGE AND OVER, 

-----Male:.- [i Females. 

-·-·-----·.! 
l'nited Amerlcan:i United !American 
States: So.moa: ;i States: l:lamoa: 

rn10. 1920. Ii mo. rn20. 

-·-:..11 ::~~~~~·--=-:~~~~--=~~ -;;--;:11~1- ;oo.o 
Single .....••.••.•.••.•.•.•..•....•..... .' 38. 7 39. 9 :I 29. 7 '-n!i 
Married................................. 55. 8 53. 9 I[ 58. 9 58. 9 
W:idowed •.....•...•.•.• ,............... 4.5 4.~ I 10.g lg 
Divorced............................... 0.5 1.a ij O. · 
Nat reported........................... 0.5 0.2 Ii 0.2 0.1 
·r---·--·-t--·---·· -----'•··-------·~------~·-----··~--·--""" 

School attendance.-In 1920, as shown in Table 7, 
nearly 70 per cent (09.9) of the population .5 to 20 years 
of age, inclusive, reported that they had attended school 
at some time since September 1, 1910. This percent
age is considerably higher than the corresponding per
centage of school attendance in continental l'nited 
States (!iH.2) shown by the census of 1910. School 
attendance in the Samoan Jslands, how-0ver, does not 
signify all that it does in most American communities, 

as is evident from the following description of the 
Samoan schools taken from a report of the governor 
of Samoa published in 1915: 

The foundation of the school system of American Samoa is the 
parish school, conducted by the native pastors of the various de
nominations. These schools are of varying efficiency, but none of 
them could be classed as good. The children go to these schools 
four days of the week, for about one to three hours a day, depending 
upon the energy or the pastor. There is I\O governmental super
vision, except that by a law all children between the ages of 6 and 
13 years are required to attend school regularly. The subjects 
taught are reading, writing, spelling,. arithmetic, grammar, and 
geography, with a large proportion of time given to religious in
struction. The textbooks are printed in the Samoan language. 
It is said that all Samoans are able to read and to write, but their 
education is extremely limited, except as to the Bible, with which 
they are more familiar than is the average American. 

Only two-thirds (06.4 per cent) of the female 
children 5 to 20 years of age attended school, af3 com
pared with nearly three-fomths (73.1 per cent) of the 
male population of those ages. The difference in the 
proportions of the sexes who attended school was even 
more striking in the age group 15 to 20 years-03.4 
per cent for males and 51.7 for females; and some
what higher proportions of males than females were 
found in the younger age groups also. As there was 
no governmental provision in Amerfoan Samoa for 
enforcing school attendance, it is probable that many 
of the girls of school age were kept at home to assist 
their mothers in the care of younger children. 

TABLE 7.-NUMBEit AND PEHCENTAGE OF CHILDREN ATTENDING SCHOOL: 1920. 

~===----=·-=====-=~-~============-·-----~---,-"'=~======···=o"·-=-=-==~===o============= 

BOTII SEXES, lo!ALES. FEMALES, 

AGE Plll\IQll. Attending school. 

Total. Total. 
Number. Per cent. 

I .Attending schoo{. 

\Number. Per cent. 
Total. 

A ttendlng school. 

Number. Per cant. 

-----------------------1--- ------ --- --------- ---··---
5to20yearsofage.................................................. 2,911 2,034 69.9 1,510 1,104 73.1 . 1,401 930 66.4 

5to 9 years of age......................................................... 1,102 I=· ==7=42=·1:==67=.3=>1!===5=5=71 3861 69.31 545 356 ·1· 65.3 
10tol4yearsofage....................................................... 773

1 

693 89.7 410 374 91.2 363 319 87.9 
15to20yearsofage....................................................... 1,036 599 57.8 543 344 63.4 493 255 51.7 

-·---··---···-----··-·--·-'-------..'1--_..!!... __ __,_ __ _,_ __ .....!L __ ___,_ __ 

Statistics of school attendance in American Samoa 
in 1912 and in 1920 a.re presented in Table 8. The 
figures for 1912 probably represent actual school en
rollment on a given date. School attendance of 
female children increased 11.1 per cent during this 
period, while that of males increased less than 1 per 
cent (0.5). 

TABLE 8.-NUMBER OF CHILDREN ATTENDING SCHOOL: 1920 
AND 1912. 

---··"'_""_"'_=================== 
ATTENDING SCIIOOL. 

REX, 

1920 19121 I Increaae. 

NumlJor. Per oout. 

Both sexes •..•.............•.• ·.·=·=·21.!,'~1··'0.!4~ ="-''''11~,'~093fl9'7i'l=-=~-58 10.:....}5_ 
Males............................... " 
Females............... . . . . . . . . . . .. • 930 837 I 93 11.1 

i Geuoml He port of the Governor of Amerioon SIUlloa, dated JUlle 22, 1912, p, Z'I. 

Illiteracy.-In 1920, 96 persons in every 100 of the 
population 10 years of age and over in American Samoa 
were reported as able to read and write. This con~ 
clition is due largely to the educational zeal of the 
Christian missionaries who established religious schools 
in the Samoan villages as early as 1830. 

TABLE 9.-NmrnER OF PERSONS IlETURNED AS ILLITERATE: 1920. 

AGE, Both sexes. Males. Females. 

l'opulation 10 years of age and over .......... 5, 683 2, 941 2, 712 

Number Illiterate ...............•........ 239 107 132 
Per centilliterate ....•..•......•..•.••... 4.2 3.6 4.8 

~-
Number Illiterate: 

10 to 14 years ............................ 33 15 18 
15 to 19 years ............................ 4 1 3 

~ ~g ;: ~~:~~::::::::::: ::::::::::::::::: 6 5 1 
30 13 17 

35 to 44 years ............................ 30 16 14 
15 to 5•1 years ............................ 33 12 21 
~to 64 yeats ......... ~ .•.....•...•...... 35 15 20 

years and over ........................ 68 30 38 
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Although only 239 Samoans-107 males and ta~ 
females-were returned as illiterate, the education of 
the average native is extremely limited, and it should 
be noted that in most cases the ability to .read and 
write is restricted to reading and writing the Samoan 
language. 

Only 37 persons IO to 19 years of age were returned 
as illiterate. The percentage of illiterates among fe
males 10 years of age and over was slightly higher 
than that among males--4.8 per cent for the former, 
as compared with 3.6 per cent for the latter. 

Ability to speak English.-As practically all instruc
tion in the schools of American Samoa is given in the 
native Samoan language, it is not surprising that 
only 591 Polynesians reported that they were able to 
speak English. They constituted only 7.6 per cent 
of the total Polynesian population and 12.:3 per cent 
of the Polynesian population 15 years of age and 
over. 

Occupations.-No cliscussioi1 of the occupations of 
the population of American Samoa would be int.elli
gible unless preceded by a brief description of the 
Samoan family. At the head of each social group 
known as a family is a "matai." The word "matai" 
may be freely translated as "master." The matai is 
the· ruler of his family (aiga) and directs its economic 
and· political activities. The title of matai is not 
strictly hereditary. The son of a inatai may succeed 
to the title, or it may be given to an uncle, a eousin, 
or some other relative. In exceptional cases it mt1y 
be conferred, by common consent, upon some one out
side of the family group. 

A Samoan family may consist of the matt1i and his 
wife and children, his uncles, aunts, nephews, nieces, 
cousins, sons-in-law, daughters-in-law, adopted chil
dren and servants. These families vary greatly in 

J 

size. As many as 50 persons may be members of a 
Samoan famlly. In rare instances, a matai mt1y be 
the only surviving member of his family. 

Each normal Samoan family is a self-sustaining 
economic group, the members of which, including the 
matai, contribute the products o! their labor to tho 
family fund. There is no incentive for one. ~ember 
to work harder than another. If the mata1 is oner~ 
getic and ambitious, the fan~ily is li~ely. to prosper, 
as the members look to him for msp1rat10n and 
leadership. . 

In 1920 787 Polynesians and 9 per::ions oi mixed 
blood wer~ returned as matais. They constituted .56.l 
per cent of the 1)420 persons w~1ose occupations :vere 
reported, there being approximately 1 mata1 to 
every 10 Polynesians. These figures, however, .do 
not represent the total number ~f persons holcli~g 
this title in American Samoa, smce many n:-ata1s 
have specialized vocations, such as those of village 
or county chief, clergyman, teacher, clerk, or even 
tradesman or skilled laborer. 

Servants, numbering 453, con.'ltituted the ne:x:t 
largest <}ecupational g;:oup. They reprnstinted 31. 9 
per eent of the total number of oecupations reported. 
In Samoa a servant is not riecessarily a person en~ 
gaged in domestic or personal serviee. He may be a 
lahorer, a fisherman, a house earpentm·, or other 
skilled workman, the torrn "servant" being generally 
lL"led to iwfo·at,e his relationship to the matai who 
dirnets hi8 produetive activities. 
TABLE l0,-··-0GCUPATION8 RETURNED IN THE CENStfS OF 1920. 

RAC!! OR COLOll. 

1 Per : I I 
Ol,Tf'ATIUN. Num- ' N'llt i I'oJy. Mixed White. .All 

ber. I dhtn· 'nemm.1 · other. 

--All&r;,l:t~ons~ .. -.......... l~; 1~~~~~ i l,M5 l-·-;;----;[---6 
l'ul>li<' and profeJJ>siom<l servke .•.. r==·~i;-,°"'=iito.]=~~~11 ~~~13· ==zo,::' ... : 

~j~~:riiim::::::::::::::::::::! 7~ 1 11:~ I 
7~ ..... ~. ··--"2" ::::::: 

Allothers .. -·············- .. ··: 48 i 3.4 1 26 II 4 18 ··--··· 
l.lomesti<"andpernnnal:servi<'e .... : 400 i 33.0 I 4611 3 ••••••. 3 

Servants'..................... 453 I 31.9 ·i 449 3 ..•.•.. 1 
('ooks ......................... ' 11 IJ.8 'i U 1······· ............. . 
Allothers ..................... '. 51 o.:i :: 3 .- .. ··· ·••••·· 2 

Sk.illedtrndes ........ -······-·····I l!l 2.2 [I 17 g Ii l 
Carpenters.................... a o. 9 11 6 'I 6 l ·•····· 
Allothen .••..............•.. » 18 1.3 '[ 11 ll 4 1 

<'!Priralocr.upations'. .. -·····-··· 191 1.a l1 11 7 1 ..•.•.• 
Lahorers .••••...••.•.•. -.......... 17 I.211 16 .••.•.. l ...•••• 
Merchants •• ----·················.. 12. O.R ii 2 4 Ii 1 

~~:'.·:~~~~:~~~-~~~---~~=~-_j_-~l1 ___ :J __ 1_ l 1 

' Includes many persons not cnpged in dOllleaUc mid pemmnl servioe, but re
turned as" servants." 

2 Includes c.lll>l'its in stores. 

Among the skilled trades of the native Samoans 
m.ay be mentioned those of housn carpenter and boat 
or canoe buildt1r. Only 12 Polyncc1Sians and persons 
of mixed blood were returned as carpenters, and only 
2 as boat huilders. Th(•se figures do not, of course, 
represent the t-0tal number of natives engaged in 
these skilled trades. All Samoan houses and canoes 
aro built by nafo·e workmen; and as the Polynesian 
and mixed population numbers over 8,000, it is prob
able that a large number of thci nativos devote most 
of their labor to house and canoe building. 

Onlv fl-persons were retumed as planters, 3 btiing 
Polyn~sians, 1 of mixed lilood, 1 Chinese, and 1 
white. There is only a small a.mount of arable land 
in Amoriean Samoa. Ei1ch Samoan family has a 
title to its village and garden lands, and under ex
isting laws this property can not he conveyed or sold 
to persons who are not Samoans. The interior waste 
and bush lands bt~long to the villages. 

Among those engaged in professional and clerical 
sorvice there WL•re reported 22 dergym.(ln, 20 of whom 
were Polvnesians and 2 whitos; 6 nurses, all Samoan 
womon; 5 t<.~aehers; 9 white missiona.:rles; and 18 clerks, 
17 of whom were native Samoans and "l a white man. 

There were no natiYo physicians or dentists re
ported in tlrn <'.ensus .of .t~erit:an Samoa. in 1920. 
The pu hlic health service, ~nC'ludmg :>the rr;amtm1:an;e 
of a hospital for the nat1Yes £Lt I ago I ago, is m 
char<ro of medical officers of tho United States Navy. 
Ono ~mber of the hospital cori)s is ii qualified dontist. 
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'l'ADLE 11.-POPULATION OF AMERICAN SAMOA, BY DISTRICTS AND VILLAGES: 1920 AND 1912, 

POPULATION, 

1920 1912 

DlSTltlCT, COUNTY, ANll VILI.A.GE. 
---c----;----,,----------.---:::::--:----,--------c--~11----,~~ 

Total. II Male. Fe- I Polynesian. Mixed. Fe- To- White. Fe- !t;~- Total. Male. Fe-

I malo. I Total, Male. !at. Total. Male. male. ta!. ~ale. male, er.I mall!, 

---.::r~an~~~-:=:~~~~~. =~~~t;.;;~~~;:!~ 1~~~;; _ 3,975 3,801 -- 233 12~=106 41 31 10 6 
2

7,251 3,836 _3,415 

EasternDlsttictolTutuila ................ 3,777 fl 1,928 1,8!9 3,526 1,782 1,744 224 J 122 ~J~ ~--3 ___ 6_ '3,186 ~ 1,508 

Itmm County ---m3'[
1

1-279 2iJ4 564 274 200--9- --5- 4 -.... · ...... · · · · .. · .. ·.. ' 507 240 -:-w 
F~asa .. :::::::::::::::::::::::::: 216 j 112 !04 207 107 100 9 5 4 .................. --···· 203 103 100 
Matuu_ and FaganetUle11............ 09 I 34 ~~ 6ll 

1
34 35 .... ·.. .. ........... · .. • .. • • • .. • • • · · • · • .. • ·.. 2~~ 1~98 29 

Nuuuli............................ 288 I 133 Joa 288 33 155 ....... ....... ...... ...... ...... ...... l3S 

Ma1rlt~)~~~~::::::::::::::::::::: 1,7:~ I ~ 7:~ .Y~ ..... ::~- .... ~~~- ---~:; .... ::~ ..... ~~- 2~ 1~ .. J ::::~: 1,264 .... ~:~ ..... ~~: 
Aua............................... 202 , 10a 96 202 100 96 .................. 

1 
...... 

1 
.................. i87' "'"i

2
o
5
4 ...... 83 

Fagaalu. .......................... 55 I 27 28 53 25 28 ....... ....... ...... 1 47 72 
Fa~iog~......................... .515 1 289 226 407 213 194 98 66 32 7 7 .. .. .. 3 ~5~ 2~~ 274 
t::~oa........................... rn 1 4~ a~ 1~ 4~ aA J ..... ~ ...... ir .. 3• ---·r .... 2• :::::: 64 

§:tii1 .. ~~~::::::::::::::::::::::::: st~ 1
j 28~ 2~~ 4rn 24~ 23~ 86 35 51 s 5 ...... 1 ----404· .... ino· .... 20s 

tJtul•"t ~""> I 115 9{) 182 102 80 ••·•2i• """"1'1""' -···io· "'"""i" """"i" :::::: "'":""i" ~······· •••••••· ••···•• 

Aaole Co:::;:::::::::::::::::::::::::: ;~ I 187 179 366 187 179 ....... ....... ...... ...... ...... ...... 332 .... ;~;· .... ;~~ 
Alofau............................. 59 II 28 31 59 28 31 ....... ....... ...... ...... ...... ...... 57 26 31 
Amou!L. .. . .. • .. . .. .. .. .. • .. .. . . • . 95 .;o 45 95 50 45 .. .. . .. • • • • • • • .. .. .. • .. .. • .. • .. • .. .. . . 91 39 52 
Aunuu.. .......... ................ 198 103 95 198 103 95 ....... ....... ...... ...... ...... ...... 184 98 86, 
ttumea. .......................... 14 I 6 8 14 6 8 ....... ....... ...... ...... ...... ...... • ............. . 

Sua fJ-Ounty. . . • .. . . .. .. . .. . .. • . • .. . .. • 633 

1 

300 333 632 299 333 1 ....... __ .... • • . .. . .. .. .. .. • .. . 460 246 223 
A!ono. .............. ........ ...... 136 60 711 136 60 76 ....... ....... ...... ...... ...... ...... 70 30 40 
Amaua............................ 30 15 15 30 15 15 ....... ....... ...... ...... ...... ...... .. ..... 
Fagaitu11.. ........................ 136 I 68 68 136 68 68 ................................... '... 113 67. ""'46 
Laulii............ ....... .......... 109 53 56 109 53 56 ....... ....... ....... ...... ...... ...... ...... 101 53 48 

!i~~~~~::::::::::::::::::::::::::: iil r r~ ~ I~~ ~ ~~ 1 :::::~: ::::::: :::::: :::::: :::::: :::::: (:~gg (:)~~ (<:~ 
Valle.mu Co1mty ...................... 504 253 251 504 253 251 ....... ....... ------ ----·· ·--··· ······ 405 223 182 

Alao ............................... 1Z1 56 67 12.1 56 67 ....... ······- ...... ······ ----·· -----· 98 56 42 
Aoa ............................... 101 58 43 101 58 43 --····· ·---··· ------- ·····- ······ ...... ······ 85 49 36 

~~ru~~~:::::::::: :.: :: :: :: : ::: :: :: : : 50 22 28 50 22 28 ....... -······ ·····- ······ ····-- ...... 40 27 19 
85 43 42 85 4:J 42 ....... ........ ------ . ..... ······ -----· 64 36 28 

Ve.tia .............................. 145 74 71 145 74 71 ······- ...... .: -······ ...... -----· ······ ------ 112 55 57 

WeJ;tern llistrkt of Tutulla.... ............ 2,408 1,253 1,155 2,385 1,237 1,148 S 3 ....... 20 13 7 .... .. 2,268 1, 194 1,074 - ---,_ -------------- --------- --- ------
I~ealattma County ..................... 1,134 597 037 1,120 588 532 3 3 ....... 11 6 5 ...... 1,163 599 504 

1raoi.i'""'"'""'""""""'""'.. 33 14 19 3.3 14 19 .................... .................. 120 31 89 
A~u a........................... 1:~ ~g 19 45 26 19 .............. ··--·- ...... ...... ...... 48 21 27 
A ill iave................. ... . . . .. . 

5 
g 70 143 73 70 • ...... .. •.. .. .• .. . . .. . .. . .. . .. . .. .. .. 119 60 63 

A
$t "j""""""'""""'"'"'•"""""' ~V> 3 26 65 39 26 .................... .................. 54 31 23 
au oma.. ........... .. .......... '" 11 9 20 11 9 

Fe.gall!. .. . . .. .. . .. .. .. . . . . .. . . . . . . .54 24 30 54 24 30 
F'agnmolo .......... _............... 42 31 11 42 31 11 

'"'".ji" """"4i 
21 12 li'ailolo............................ 58 28 30 -08 28 30 

LNOOU(l..................... ........ 472 2M 216 458 247 211 ""T "'"''3' :::::::""'ii' """(;' ··--5· :::::: 
ua... ............................ 56 27, 29 56 27 29 

"""82. 
33 
61 

458 
46 
86 
56 

36 25 
252 206 

23 23 Polan............ . • .. . . . . .. . .. .. . .. 95 44 51 95 44 51 
Sootaga. .. .. • .. . • . • • . . . .. .. .. • • • .. • 51 24 27 51 24 21 43 43 

34 22 
Leasina County ........ _._._ .......... . 

1~\~~tf~:: :: : :: ::::: :::: ::: :::::::: 
Asu .............................. . 

290 l/iO HO 290 150 140 -.... -. ··-···· ...... 241 137 •104 116 59 57 116 59 57 ------ ······ ------
113 57 56 113 57 ······· ........ ····-- ······ ······ ....... 85 54 31 

50 . ..... 99 50 49 61 34 27 61 34 27 ·-····· ....... ...... ------ ------....... ....... ....... . ...... ······ ······ 57 33 24 
Tualanta Cotmty...................... 651 342 309 642 335 307 

lift1iI~''.~:::.:::::::::::::::::::::::: l~ ;~ ~~ 86 49 37 
Yapusaga..... .. .................. ill 57 40 

1~ ;g ~ 
Tafu,,;............................ 28 17 11 28 17 11 
Valtogi............................ 1n 88 89 1n 88 89 

:::::::! ::::::: ::::::: .... : ..... '. ..... :. :::::: rn ai6 2~~ 
....... ::::::: ::::::: '"·9· --··7· ""2" :::::; 153 84 -~ 

::::::: ::::::: :::::: :::::: :::::: ::::::i .... i ·····ir ···· u 
Paw•foi. ••. - .. . . . . .. • . .. .. .. .. • ... 129 55 74 \ 129 55 74 

'l'ualatal County .............. _........ ~13 164 169 333 164 169 

ft~~e:::::::::::::::::::::::::::: ~ ~~ n ~ ~~ 21 ::::::: ::::::: :::::: :::::: :::::: :::::: 2~~ lf! 1~ 
~~;:r~~~:........................ ~ ~ 45 I 01 52 !~ :::::::1 ::::::: ::::::: ::::::, :::::: :::::: :::::: ~~ ~~ i~ 
Yailoa ..... :::::::::::::::::::::::: 5.1 i 27 ~~I ~ ~ ~~ :::::::1 ::::::: ::::::: ::::::[ :::::: :::::: :::::: gS ~~ ~~ 

:Manua Distric,t. - ... . .. ... . . ............... 1,871 [' 9fl8 913 I J,865 956 909 61 2 4 1' 833 
• ---· ---- --- ___ ,______ ..... ., ...... ...... ...... 1,797 964 

FalerumoCounty...................... 2!W I 139 t:IO I 268 1381' 130 1 --i----i--------- -------og Falt1asao.. ............... ......... 261! 139 130 268 138 130 1 i ""'." .................. ------ 238 129 · 1
09 

I 
....... ······ ...... ...... ...... 238 129 1 

FitiutaCounty........................ !lfd !AA 147 335 
1
1
88
ss 1 

1
1
4
4
7
7 .............. 

1 

............. ·····- '----· ...... 315 177 138 
J,cmsoolli. .... .".... ..... ........... 188 147 335 ....... ....... ... .... ... ... ...... ...... ... ... 5 315 6177 6!38 

I.lllinUU t'OuJlty....................... .r6l6] 3,1g 368 716 314780 '1· 31~1 ....... '1 ···--.. ....... ...... 764 397 367 Ofu.... .................... ....... " 170 191 361 • ................ .. 

:ii\~~~~:::::::::::::::::::::::::::: 3(4~ I~ l~ 3~ I 1~ I~~ :::::::1 ::::::: ::::::: :::::: :::::: :::::: :::::: ~~~ i~~ ~~! 
Tau1?~~1~?:::::::::::::::::::::::::::: ~~I' ili ~ ~I r~ m ~ l 1 480 261 219 

___ s_i_uraga ........... ~--~~~==---~~ 128 1~ 253 // 128 12.; ..... : ...... ~. :::::l::::: :::::: :::::: ~~ g~ 1~~ 
1 Includes :l Japanosc, I Chinese, and 2 Negroes, all lllllle.s 
•Includes 193 males and 16fem11lcs at the naval station · 
'Includes population of Sallele. · 

'lncluiled with population of Masausi. 
'Includes population of Maia, 



CENSUS OF AMERICAN SAMO 7 

AGRICULTURE. 

Products.-The chief commercial product of the 
Samoan Islands, and pfactically the only article of 
export, is copra, or dried coconut meat, from which 
the oil is later expressed. The supply is abundant 
and of excellent quality and is readily marketed in 
San Francisco, Sydney, London, and Marseilles. 

All copra produced for export is marketed for the 
natives by the American government. The govern
ment purchases the copra, stores it in government 

. warehouses, arranges for its shipment, keeps all the 
acnounts, and divides the surplus of money received 
from the sales over that paid to the natives for the 
copra among the several villages according to the 
amount of copra produced by each. Practically all 
of the copra produced in American Samoa in 1919 
came from 'I'utuila (97.5 per cent), over two-thirds 
of it (67.5 per cent) coming from the Western District 
of Tutuila. 

The following table shows the amount of copra 
produced in each district in 1919: 

TABLE 12 .-COPRA PRODUCED IN 1919. 

COPRA PRODUCED IN JU19. 

DISTRICT. Percent 
Pounds. distribu-

tion. 

Ame1foan Samoa .............................. . 1, i35, 734 100. 0 

1, G92, 9-07 97. 5 
521, 605 30. 0 

1, 171, 302 67. 5 

Tutuila.' ............................................ . 
Eastern District ................................. . 
Western District ................ : ............... . 

Manua District. .... -----··· ....................... . 42, 827 2. 5 

Such tropical .. fruits as oranges, bananas, grape
fruit, limos, anclCitron are grown by the nativos in 
limi~d quantities for homo consumption hut not for 
sale. The ?hief Samoan vegetables are breadfruit, 

taro, and yams. The natives do no market gardening 
and keep no records of their production. 

Although there are donse tropical f oreRt.q on these 
islands, tho timber is not suitllblo for commercial 
purposoo. No sawmills ha:ve hmm constructed and no 
attempt has bmm made to develop a lumber industry. 

A consus of live stock was taken in connection with 
tho census of population, the results of which ar<~ 
p!'esonted in the following table: 

TABLE 13.-NU!o!BER AND \'AR!ETU:R OF LIVE STOCK: 1920. 

•· ! ... C ... _, ·11-C~=---~;:;::.····==·-1•- ~-~ 

: 11-----------------I M!NUA 
KINP. I Total. !1 !I Ell"tern WruiWro !PJ~TltlCT. 

! Ii Total. Ii Ili&tric't. IHsttiet. j 
---~----i--111-~!:----·----·1--
Cattle.. • • .. • .. . • • .. .. .. .. .. .. 4Jll! ]_ <J.36 :: 117 319 

1 
2 

Hogs ......................... : 4,243 II 3, 7ti:l ( l,350 2,413 .

1 

480 
Horl!Cs ........................ · 207 'I' 207 '. M Ul ........ . 
Poultry: ; I, 1·1 

Chickens ................. , 13,a:J:S ii 12, l:r7 
1
\ 5,~ 6,:88 

1 
1,211 

!lucks .................... i 367 :: 367 l i 21!8 I" .. · .. .. 

The natives raise large numb£1rs of hogs, which are 
in great demand when feflsts are given. .Fresh beof is 
seldom used as food, although corn(1d beef has long 
boon a favorite delirary of the natives. The number 
of horses and of cattle is constantly increasing, con
siderable stock having been imported in recent years 
for breeding purposes. It will be noted, however, 
that there wore only 207 horses in the islands in 
1920, all of them being in Tutuila. Horse-drawn 
vehicles were not introdueed in Americun Snmoa 
until Hll l, and in 1912 there ·were only four earts 
on tho islancls. About 50 miles of public roads suit
able for wheeled Vt\hicles havo bo<m constructed since 
the ostablishment of the American gov<~rnmcmt. These 
ronds rnmally follow the shore line.'> and were originally 
intended for pedestrians only. 

0 
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